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Babies.
Beautiful, healthy babies.

And healthy, happy moms.
Each year, 6 million pregnancies and 4 million live births occur in the United States.
Infectious diseases pose a silent yet serious health threat to many of these women
and their babies. Infection acquired during pregnancy, while sometimes inapparent
and asymptomatic in the mother, can be devastating to the health of the infant. Such
infections may lead to preterm birth and subsequent low birth weight and increase
the infant’s chances of developing a life-threatening illness. The financial and emo-
tional costs of these infections are staggering. CDC, in collaboration with other
government agencies, industry, academia, and other health partners, has developed a
plan with four goals specifically designed to limit the harm caused by infectious
agents acquired during pregnancy and early infancy.
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National Center for Infectious Diseases
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Mailstop C-14
1600 Clifton Road, NE

Atlanta, GA 30333
     www.cdc.gov/ncidod

Copies of this 75-page plan are available from

THE CDC PLAN
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